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Pathways to Home
Sam Coley, Sara El Sayed,  
Peter Polites, Chair Lynda Hawryluk
Supported by Southern Cross University

Pip Williams
in conversation with  
Zacharey Jane

Secret Senses
Sophie Hardcastle, Fiona Murphy, 
Madeleine Ryan 
Chair JP Pomare
Supported by Feros Care

Sarah Sentilles
via live stream, in conversation  
with Ashley Hay

Richard Flanagan 
in conversation with  
Jennifer Byrne

Finding Gerald Murnane
Peter Knight, Chair Michael Williams Stories of Love and 

Heartbreak
Hayley Katzen, Will Kostakis,  
Peter Polites, Chair Nevo Zisin 
Supported by ParadisoFirst Do No Harm: Ethics 

and Medicine 
Raina MacIntyre, John Rasko,  
Norman Swan, Chair Paul Barclay
Supported by Rochdale Accounting & 
Business Advisory

Homelands
Randa Abdel-Fattah, Louisa Lim, 
Antony Loewenstein 
Chair Osman Faruqi

Jack Beaumont
in conversation with  
Sarah Kanowski

The Betoota Advocate: 
Outback Spin
Becky Lucas, Clancy Overell,  
Errol Parker, Chair Marc Fennell
Supported by Stone & Wood

Short Fiction Big Themes
Emma Ashmere, Roanna Gonsalves, 
Mirandi Riwoe, Chair Chris Hanley 
Supported by First National Byron

Evie Wyld
via live stream, in conversation 
with Jennifer Byrne

Young Guns 
Kavita Bedford, Sam Coley, 
Madeleine Ryan 
Chair Nicole Abadee

Strong: Racism and 
Resilience
Judy Atkinson, Aminata Conteh-Biger, 
Julie Janson, Chair Sunil Badami

When Life Becomes Story
Mimi Kwa, Fiona Murphy,  
Kaya Wilson, Chair Caroline Baum
Supported by Milligram

The Mungo Panel: Has  
the Media Lost its Mojo? 
Karen Middleton, Kerry O’Brien 
Margaret Simons 
Chair Barrie Cassidy

Archie Roach
in conversation with  
Daniel Browning

From Canberra to 
Washington: What’s 
Happened to Politics?
Zoe Daniel, Karen Middleton, 
Margaret Simons, Chair Peter Greste
Supported by 89 Degrees East 
Communications

9.30—10.30 9.30—10.1� 9.30—10.30

10.30—11.15
10.45—11.45

11.30—12.30

12.00—1.00

12.45—1.45

1.15—2.15

2.00—2.45

2.30—3.30

3.00—4.00

4.15—5.15
3.45—4.45

10.45—11.45

12.00—1.00

1.15—2.15

2.30—3.30

4.00—5.00

9.15 — Welcome to Country with Delta Kay and the Bunyarra Dancers

FEROS CARE 
MARQUEE

FIRST NATIONAL 
BYRON PAVILION

SOUTHERN CROSS 
UNIVERSITY MARQUEE

Marian Wilkinson
in conversation with  
Kerry O’Brien

Supported by Greenstone Partners

Zoe Daniel
in conversation with  
Bruce Wolpe

ABC North Coast  
Live Broadcast with  
Bruce Mackenzie
Featuring interviews with  
Sara El Sayed, Mimi Kwa,  
Matt Okine, Craig Silvey and  
Kaya Wilson

YA Writers: Is Anything 
Off-Limits?
Isobelle Carmody, Helena Fox,  
Will Kostakis, Chair Marc Fennell

On Edge: Drugs, Madness 
and the Damage Done
James Dunk, Benjamin Gilmour, 
Antony Loewenstein  
Chair Linda Jaivin

Consent 
Sophie Hardcastle, Kathryn Heyman 
Chair Mandy Nolan

Take a Deep Breath: 
Writing Personal Trauma 
Lech Blaine, Amani Haydar,  
Rick Morton, Chair David Roland
Supported by Quarterly Essay

Poetry: The World in a 
Grain of Sand
David Hallett, Jazz Money 
Chair Anne-Marie Te Whiu

Veronica Heritage-Gorrie 
in conversation with  
Daniel Browning

Christine Jackman
in conversation with  
Sana Qadar

PROGRAM

Poetry: Straight to the 
Heart of the Matter
Tony Birch, Erik Jensen 
Chair Lynda Hawryluk

Love and Control
Amani Haydar, Alice Pung  
Chair Krissy Kneen

No Shame: Women 
Speaking Frankly
Ren Alessandra, Shu-Ling Chua, 
Lucy Peach, Chair Linda Jaivin 

Can Fiction be History?
Julie Janson, Mirandi Riwoe,  
Jock Serong 
Chair Roanna Gonsalves
Supported by The Book Room

Robert Dessaix 
in conversation with  
Nicole Abadee

What’s Your Family Like?
Sara El Sayed, Mimi Kwa, 
Christopher Raja 
Chair Sunil Badami

He She They: Talking 
About Gender
Jazz Money, Kaya Wilson,  
Nevo Zisin, Chair Ren Alessandra

Traumatic States of Mind: 
Colonial History
Judy Atkinson, James Dunk, 
Mark McKenna 
Chair Julianne Schultz

9.15—10.15

9.30—10.15

8.30—10.00

10.30—11.30

10.30—11.30

11.45—12.45

11.45—12.45

10.15—11.15

11.30—12.15

12.30—1.15

1.30—2.30

2.45—3.45

1.00—2.00

1.00—2.002.15—3.15

2.15—3.153.30—4.30

3.30—4.30

GREENSTONE
PARTNERS MARQUEE

THE SATURDAY PAPER 
MARQUEE

BELONGIL ROOM

FRIDAY 6 AUGUST

Morning Music
with Evelyn Ida Morris and  
Peter Knight

8.45—9.15
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We Need to Talk  
About China
Peter Hartcher, Linda Jaivin,  
Louisa Lim, Chair Barrie Cassidy 
Supported by The Byron Echo

Mehreen Faruqi 
in conversation with  
Margaret Simons

What Life Has Taught Me
Robert Dessaix, Arnold Zable 
Chair Zacharey Jane
Supported by Feros Care

The Gifts of Reading
Chigozie Obioma (via live stream), 
Jennie Orchard, Alice Pung 
Chair Tristan Bancks
Supported by First National Byron  

Screenwriting
Randa Abdel-Fattah, Benjamin 
Gilmour, Matt Okine, Craig Silvey 
Chair Ken Crouch
Supported by Screenworks

Pushing Through Barriers: 
Artists and Disability
Tallula Bourne, Gabrielle Mordy,  
Greg Sindel Chair Adam van Kempen
Supported by Summerland Credit Union

Mary Li and Sophie Li
in conversation with  
Caro Llewllyn

Supported by Feros Care

Kate Grenville
via live stream, in conversation  
with Michael Williams 
Supported by Bolinda

The Power of Words
Randa Abdel-Fattah, Melissa 
Lucashenko, Arnold Zable 
Chair Paul Barclay 

Norman Swan 
in conversation with  
Sarah Kanowski
Supported by Elements of Byron

Big Pharma: Who Can  
We Trust?
Antony Loewenstein, Raina MacIntyre 
Chair Julianne Schultz

Scott Ludlam  
in conversation with  
Courtney Miller My Life is a Joke

Kitty Flanagan, Christian Hull,  
Judith Lucy, Chair Mandy Nolan

Elemental: Fire, Earth, 
Water
Matthew Evans, Victor Steffensen, 
Kaya Wilson 
Chair Grace Lucas-Pennington
Supported by Crystalbrook Byron

Malcolm Turnbull 
in conversation with  
Karen Middleton

Julia Baird 
in conversation with  
Christine Jackman
Supported by Southern Cross University

Rugby League Tragics
Lech Blaine, Joe Gorman,  
Clancy Overell, Errol Parker 
Chair Andrew Denton 
Supported by Northern Rivers Review

Weaving Words for Country: 
Poetry for a Story of Place
Evelyn Araluen, Jazz Money,  
Anne-Marie Te Whiu 
Chair Tony Birch

Craig Silvey
in conversation with 
Mandy Nolan
Supported by Bolinda

9.00—10.00

10.00—11.00

10.15—11.15

11.15—12.15

11.30—12.15

12.30—1.30
12.30—1.30

1.45—2.45

3.00—3.4�
3.00—4.00

4.15—5.15

9.00—10.00 9.00—9.45

10.15—11.15

11.30—12.30

12.45—1.30

1.45—2.4�

3.00—4.00

4.15—5.00 Skeletons in the Closet
Kate Ellis, Amani Haydar,  
Jacqueline Maley 
Chair Caro Llewellyn

4.00—5.00

Bryan Brown 
in conversation with  
Chris Hanley 
Supported by Feros Care

PROGRAM

1.45—2.45

GREENSTONE
PARTNERS MARQUEE

THE SATURDAY PAPER 
MARQUEE

BELONGIL ROOM

Mark McKenna
in conversation with 
Matthew Condon

The Subject is Love
Alison Croggon, Rick Morton 
Chair Erik Jensen
Supported by The Saturday Paper

Loneliness in the Age  
of Connectivity
Maggie Hamilton, Christine 
Jackman, Chair Osman Faruqi

America: The State of  
the States 
Zoe Daniel, Antony Loewenstein, 
Bruce Wolpe, Chair Marian Wilkinson

Kate Ellis
in conversation with  
Julianne Schultz

Flesh Made New:  
The Broken Promise of  
Stem Cells
Carl Power, John Rasko 
Chair Gabrielle Chan

Looking Death in the Eye
Danielle Celermajer, Kathryn 
Heyman, Mary Hoang 
Chair Caroline Baum ‘Get Ready for a Blak-Out’: 

First Nations Creative 
Practice
Daniel Browning, Fiona Foley,  
Kirli Saunders, Chair Tony Birch 
Supported by the Indigenous  
Literacy Foundation

I Want to Change  
the World
Jean Hinchliffe, Mia Thom 
Chair Scott Ludlam

Subversive Behaviour: 
Art and Activism
Fiona Foley, Amani Haydar  
Chair Alison Croggon

Matt Okine 
in conversation with  
Michael Williams

Channelling the Inner 
Child: Writing for Young 
Readers
Tristan Bancks, Davina Bell, Ursula 
Dubosarsky, Chair Sarah Armstrong
Supported by Milligram

Ginger Meggs 100th 
Anniversary: Tristan 
Bancks 
in conversation with Antony Funnell
Supported by Business NSW  
Northern Rivers

Writers on the Road
Isobelle Carmody, Roanna Gonsalves, 
Krissy Kneen, Nevo Zisin
Chair Zacharey JaneWhen Home is No  

Longer a Haven
Kavita Bedford, Meg Mason, 
Christopher Raja 
Chair Maggie Hamilton
Supported by Greenstone Partners

Journalism: Truth and Lies
Matthew Condon, Peter Hartcher, 
Jacqueline Maley 
Chair Marian Wilkinson 
Supported by The Walkley Foundation

From Her Perspective
Emma Ashmere, Claire Thomas,  
Pip Williams, Chair Nicole Abadee
Supported by Greenstone Partners

Thea Astley Address:  
Judy Atkinson on  
Listening to Truth Telling
Introduced by Grace Lucas-Pennington

Survival and its 
Discontents
Shu-Ling Chua, Veronica Heritage-
Gorrie, Christopher Raja 
Chair Roanna Gonsalves

9.00—9.45

9.00—10.00

10.00—11.00

10.00—11.00

10.15—11.00

11.15—12.15

11.15—12.15

11.15—12.15

8.15—8.45

12.30—1.30

1.45—2.45

3.00—4.00

12.30—1.30

12.30—1.30

1.45—2.45

1.45—2.45

3.00—4.00
3.00—4.00

4.15—5.15
4.15—5.00

SATURDAY 7 AUGUST

Morning Music
with Evelyn Ida Morris and  
Peter Knight
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Fresh Air, Red Dirt and 
Small Towns: Stories  
From Regional Australia
Gabrielle Chan, Veronica  
Heritage-Gorrie, Hayley Katzen 
Chair Rick Morton
Supported by Byron Farmers Market

Shooting Goals: Sports 
and Politics
Kate Ellis, Joe Gorman 
Chair Mick O’Regan
Supported by First National Byron

Luminosity in the  
Darkest Moments
Julia Baird, Mary Hoang 
Chair Maggie Hamilton
Supported by The Sunseeker Byron Bay

Matthew Evans 
in conversation with  
Paul Barclay
Supported by Byron Shire Council

Meg Mason
in conversation with  
Sarah Kanowski

What Do We Want From 
Our Leaders?
Mehreen Faruqi, Peter Hartcher, 
Margaret Simons 
Chair Karen Middleton

Introverts: When Two’s  
a Crowd 
Christian Hull, Madeleine Ryan
Chair Mandy Nolan
Supported by Feros CareFood: It Starts on the Farm

Pam Brook, Gabrielle Chan,  
Matthew Evans 
Chair Antony Funnell
Supported by Brookfarm

The Sound of Silence: 
Deafness and Identity
Mary Li, Sophie Li, Fiona Murphy 
Chair Chris Hanley
Supported by Feros CareTrailblazers: Women Who 

Have Made a Difference 
Eva Cox (via live stream),  
Marcia Langton 
Chair Julianne Schultz Griffith Review: Memories, 

Imaginaries and Personal 
Utopias
Lech Blaine, Danielle Celermajer, 
Fiona Foley, Chair Ashley Hay
Supported by Griffith Review

Scar Tissue: Trauma  
and Recovery 
Aminata Conteh-Biger,  
Veronica Heritage-Gorrie 
Chair Paul Barclay

That Oceanic Feeling
Julia Baird, Emily Brugman,  
Jock Serong, Chair Courtney Miller

Supported by The Atlantic Byron Bay

Voicing History’s  
Untold Stories 
Emma Ashmere, Jock Serong,  
Pip Williams, Chair Chris Hanley 
Supported by Southern Cross University

Staying Calm in an  
Uncalm World
Maggie Hamilton, Mary Hoang,  
Norman Swan, Chair Sana Qadar
Supported by Pukka Herbs

Suspense in Fiction
Bryan Brown, JP Pomare  
Chair Matthew Condon

Brothers and Sisters
Sam Coley, Alison Croggon,  
Meg Mason, Chair Mimi Kwa

Shaking the Family Tree
Krissy Kneen, Mary Li
Chair Russell Eldridge

10.00—10.4� 10.1�—11.1�

11.00—12.00
11.30—12.30

12.15—1.15

12.45—1.45

1.30—2.30

2.00—3.00

2.4�—3.4�

3.1�—4.1�

9.00—10.00

10.15—11.15

11.30—12.30

12.45—1.45

2.00—3.00

3.15—4.15

9.00—10.009.00—9.45

FEROS CARE 
MARQUEE

FIRST NATIONAL 
BYRON PAVILION

SOUTHERN CROSS 
UNIVERSITY 
MARQUEE

Kids Big Day Out
MC Joel Salom, International Man  
of Circus!

Marcia Langton
in conversation with  
Erik Jensen
Supported by The Saturday Paper

Arnold Zable 
in conversation with  
Wendy Were

Small Green Shoots: 
Nature & Healing
Danielle Celermajer,  
Victor Steffensen, Chair Tony Birch
Supported by Pukka Herbs

DIY: Self Publishing
Andrew McDermott 
Chair Debbie Lee
Supported by IngramSpark

Refugees: No Going Back
Aminata Conteh-Biger, Arnold 
Zable, Chair Peter Greste
Supported by Tamara Smith MP

WikiLeaks: A Secret 
Australia
Scott Ludlam 
Chair Osman Faruqi

Tony Birch
in conversation with  
Ashley Hay

From Country to Stage:  
a Bundjalung Yaegl story
Mitch King, Chair Julian Louis

Linda Jaivin 
in conversation with  
Jennifer Byrne

Merging Art & 
Performance into Fiction
Sophie Hardcastle, Claire Thomas 
Chair Erik Jensen
Supported by The Saturday Paper

Behind Closed Doors: 
Canberra’s Toxic Culture 
Kate Ellis, Mehreen Faruqi,  
Scott Ludlam  
Chair Jacqueline Maley

Unmuted: The Power  
of Podcasts
Matthew Condon, Osman Faruqi,  
JP Pomare, Chair Sana Qadar
Supported by 89 Degrees East 
Communications

Ticks of Approval: 
Mentorships, Residencies, 
Awards 
Kathryn Heyman, Grace Lucas-
Pennington, Mirandi Riwoe 
Chair Michael Williams

Plus presentation of Byron Writers 
Festival Student Writing Prizes

Judith Lucy
in conversation with 
Caro Llewellyn

Meet Davina Bell

Meet Kirli Saunders

Meet Ursula Dubosarsky

Meet Tristan Bancks

Meet Will Kostakis

Meet Isobelle Carmody

Words and Music
Peter Knight, Jeff Lang, Lucy Peach 
Chair Wendy Were
Supported by Blank Street Press

Think Globally Act Locally
Damon Gameau, Jean Hinchliffe, 
Helena Norberg-Hodge 
Chair Mick O’Regan
Supported by Stone & Wood

9.00—10.00

9.00—9.45

10.15—11.15

3.30—4.30

1.45—2.45

12.30—1.30

9.00—9.30

9.30—10.00

10.00—10.30

10.30—11.00

11.00—11.30

11.30—12.00

10.00—11.00

11.30—12.30

11.15—12.15

12.30—1.15

1.30—2.30

2.45—3.45

12.45—1.45

2.00—3.00

3.15—4.154.00—5.00

8.45—12.00

GREENSTONE
PARTNERS MARQUEE

THE SATURDAY PAPER 
MARQUEE

BELONGIL ROOM

PROGRAM SUNDAY 8 AUGUST

8.15—8.45
Morning Music
with Evelyn Ida Morris and  
Peter Knight
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